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: RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Dear Sirs: 

This is in response to the Office Action of July 27, 2004, in the above-identified patent 
application. 

REMARKS 



In the Office Action of July 27, 2004, claims 39-52, 61-68, 71-73 and 76-79 have been 
subject to restriction under 35 U.S.C. § 121. In the restriction requirement, the Examiner states 
that the claims can be interpreted to read on antibodies that bind to P-selectin, as well as 



antibodies that bind to both P-selectin and E-selectin or L-selectin. The Examiner further notes 
that that disclosure does not appear to support antibodies that bind to all three selectins, i.e. P- 
selectin, E-selectin and L-selectin. Finally, the Examiner requires that applicants elect a single 
disclosed species for further prosecution on the merits, and to indicate whether any pending 
claims are generic. 



Applicants note that claim 39 is directed to methods for treating or inhibiting 
atherosclerosis by administering an antibody inhibiting the interaction between P-selectin and a 
ligand of P-selectin, and E-selectin and a ligand of E-selectin. Thus, claim 39 is generic to the 
remaining claims, which it is noted, are all dependent on claim 39. None of the pending claims 
are directed to antibodies that bind to L-selectin as asserted. Support for the present claim scope 
is found on page 12, lines 21-26 of the specification. 

Accordingly, in view of the aforementioned remarks, and to resolve any ambiguity, 
applicants elect for further prosecution on the merits the invention described in claim 39 and all 
claims dependent thereon. It is understood that allowance of the generic claim will entitle 
applicants to consideration of the remaining dependent claims as well. 

In view of the foregoing, prompt and favorable action on this application is respectfully 
requested. 
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